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“Radio Days” at Mesa Elementary 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
Not long before school was out, a particularly remarkable performance took place at 

Mesa Elementary. “Radio Days” was an end of the year program presented by the 5th grade 
classes, organized by teachers Cheryl Cunningham, Amber Davis, and Mary-Chris Putz. 

Cunningham, veteran teacher in the Clovis Schools, began Radio Days as a classroom 
project that was originally part of the elementary curriculum, covering cross-curricular standards. 
Over the years, however, the project became so popular with students and audiences that it 
morphed into the much expanded and remarkable performance it’s become.  

This student-driven project covers the content areas of language arts and social studies, 
and students not only perform the roles in the script, but also conduct extensive research into 
the history of the 1920s and ‘30s to capture all aspects of the culture at that time. Students 
handle all aspects including performing, creating the sets, organizing the costumes and props, 
and continuing the ongoing research that supports the entire project. The teachers guided the 
process: Mrs. Cunningham was director; Mrs. Davis handled the choreography, and Mrs. Putz 
was Props Manager. 

The format of the program was an old-time radio show with announcers Maddi Kidd, 
Josh Martin, and Beonce Bumgardner hamming it up on their faux, oversized antique 
microphones, with their quick-witted repartee, some of which was impromptu. Their dialogue 
was laced with expressions of the day, such as cat’s meow; cat’s pajamas; yes, indeedy; 
generously interspersed with appropriate sound effects, also created by students. Interesting 
facts were incorporated throughout such as the life expectancy of the day, 54 years old; the 
average annual salary was $1,236. Yikes! 

There were commercials, skits, and music. A delightful bevy of beautiful flappers, the 
Soda Pop Girls, sang and danced to “Yes, We Have No Bananas,” the “Charleston,” and other 
songs of the day. “Chiquita Banana” (Savannah Hamilton) and “Cha-Cha Havana” (Gracie 
Rollins) nimbly danced to a commercial spot with elaborate tropical headdresses remaining 
totally intact. 

Old-time radio commercials provided entertaining breaks, and the students performed 
some dynamite skits, such as the Lone Ranger and Tonto who rode in on stick horses with 
actual horse-hoof sound effects to save the day. All of the acts were amazing and carried the 
audience back in time, but one of the definite highlights was the famous Abbott and Costello 
“Who’s On First?” routine, played flawlessly by Brett Chelf and Ty Praslowciz to hilarious 
laughter. 
 It is impossible to effectively capture the magic of the program here, but what is 
decidedly noteworthy is the joy and eagerness these 5th graders clearly demonstrated as they 
poured themselves into their production. 
  Visiting later, back in the classroom, with students about their creative performances, a 
number of groups enthusiastically re-performed their acts for me on the spot and had me in 
stitches. The props and set crew escorted me down to the multi-purpose room to proudly show 
off their sets and explain how they made them, including their towering Empire State Building. 
 Mesa definitely provided a most “lollapalooza” time. 
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